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Digital technology takes center stage at EIMA International

From the launch of the Agri Digital Growth project to the Agri-Trac platform for standardizing tractor performance, through the Xfarm proposals for equipment connection, many meetings dedicated to advanced electronic technologies took place at EIMA on its opening day.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Digital agriculture emerges as a hot topic at EIMA International. On the first day of the Bologna Trade Fair, numerous meetings had the digitalization of the agricultural machinery sector, data control, and the development of new skills as common denominators. The first of these was the launch of Agri Digital Growth, an initiative funded by the Interreg Central Europe program, coordinated by Crea Viticoltura Enologia of Conegliano and involving eleven partners: the Universities of Maribor, Zagreb and Budapest, two Austrian research centers, the Josephinum and the Linz Center of Mechatronics, the Czech Plan4Al, Arssa, the development agency of the Polish region of Bielsko-Biała, Eita Digital, part of the European Institute of Technology and the Fenice Foundation of Padua. At EIMA International, project manager Luca Masiero emphasized that Agri Digital Growth will propose the development of training courses on specific topics aimed at both young specialists and individuals already in the working world. The selected areas are digital security (cybersecurity), mechatronics, IOT (Internet of Things), data management, cloud and edge computing and the usage of satellite services for agriculture.
The project is supported by FederUnacoma. "Agricultural business management systems are increasingly digital - remarks Alessio Bolognesi, head of the digital area of the Federation - and even in agriculture we have to deal with a flood of data: agronomics, on the volumes and quality of the product, meteorological, on energy and on the functioning of the machinery. In light of this evolution, it is necessary to ensure the access of present and future operators to training that meets the needs of both machinery and system manufacturing companies and agricultural companies".
Together with institutional bodies and university facilities, FederUnacoma has recently presented the Afi Accademia project to provide associated companies, and also external representatives, a well-defined framework for access to training that is systematically aligned with the needs of companies. Agri Digital Growth fits well into this scenario and represents a good test, also because it requires that the training have a transnational perspective, and entails collaboration with other project partners.
The Agri Digital Growth project also launched the first Call for Talent, a competition for precision agriculture specialists who will have to respond to concrete challenges formulated by the project partners to generate innovative solutions that can be applied to actual operations that agricultural companies deal with on a regular basis. The project will come to a close at the next EIMA International event in 2026.







The Bologna exhibition also hosted the launch of Agri-Trac 2, the platform for standardizing the performance of agricultural and forestry tractors according to procedures of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The project, coordinated by the Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences and Technologies of the University of Bologna, has developed a digital platform in which to enter the results of the test certificates relating to the performance of agricultural and forestry tractors according to Code 2.
The digital platform is in English, is open source and available to all, and allows the abstracts containing the results of the tractor performances starting from 2017 to be entered each year. "To date – states the project coordinator, Valda Rondelli – we have data from 105 tractors from the year 2022 already on the platform, and the entries of another 400 vehicles going back to 2017 will soon be available".
Xfarm rounds out the projects on display at Eima International on opening day, presented in the area organized by Agia–Cia Italian Farmers' Association with its many applications for the digital control of company data, from machinery management to economic management, crop protection and irrigation. The latest data provided by Xfarm shows the digitalization of 6.5 million hectares on 450,000 farms, with over 9,000 pieces of equipment connected and 9,100 sensors controlling over 400 crops.
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